New Adjutant General Maj. Gen.
Jeii Burton takes command
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The Adjutant General's Gorner

DRAPER, Utah —

Soldiers and Airmen of
the Utah National Guard,
I am honored and humbled
by the opportunity to serve
as your new Adjutant
General. I have tremendous
respect for each one of you
and for the sacrifice made
by both you and your
families. Over the past
decade we have risen
to our nation’s call and
performed admirably in
the warfight, with many
units and  individuals
deploying multiple times. Wherever I travel around the globe, Utah
Guardmembers enjoy a reputation for excellence under fire. Your
teamwork and work ethic are unmatched, and it makes me proud to
have the privilege to serve with you.

I am mindful of the strain that this frenetic operational tempo
has placed on individuals and families and am committed to
providing the assistance that is needed to return each member of
our formations to full health and vigor. You have my pledge to stand
by you with an aggressive resiliency program and by evolving our
culture to encourage open dialogue and to provide access to top-
quality health care.

We are entering a new era of restrained budgets. For many
Soldiers and Airmen, this may be their first experience with
diminishing resources, but as history shows, it is part of the natural
ebb and flow of the wartime/peacetime budget cycle. Be assured

Photo by Sgt. 1st Class Stacey Berg

The Adjutant General
Major General
Jefferson S. Burton

that we will fight vigorously to fund our programs and to maintain
our readiness for whatever may lie ahead.

As you are well aware, Guardmembers have the responsibility
to perform a dual state and federal mission. We must ensure that
we continue to fulfill those obligations and maintain the spirit of
the National Guard’s Motto of “Always Ready, Always There.”
Our communities and our families depend on our vigilance and our
readiness.

I was recently reminded of just how comforting it is to see
a Guard presence following the violent windstorms we had in
Northern Utah this past spring. Many residents reported that they
were cheered and strengthened when they saw the National Guard
“roll into their communities” to assist with the recovery and clean-
up efforts. You can be justifiably proud of this heritage of service
and commitment to those in serious need. Responding to threats in
the homeland will remain a priority mission for the National Guard,
and it is one where we must never fail or falter.

As Soldiers, Airmen and military families you are the cream
of our society and enjoy an unprecedented level of trust from our
fellow citizens. Return that trust by being positive and professional
role models. During these volatile times you have much good
to offer our local communities, our state and our nation. Take
advantage of opportunities to serve and strengthen those around
you. Embrace and live the Army and Air Force values and be a
positive influence for good. Display faith and confidence in your
fellow Servicemembers, and never leave a fallen or struggling
comrade without lending a helping hand.

I am convinced that we have a bright future! Focus only on
things that you can positively affect, and together we can accomplish
any mission. It is a privilege to wear the uniform and to serve with
each one of you. &

Utah National Guard Soldiers and Airmen are activated to assist Davis County with debris cleanup. Davis County residents

ki

Utah Minuteman 3



The Adjutant General
Maj. Gen. Jefferson S. Burton

Editor / State Public Affairs Officer
Lt. Col. Hank McIntire

Producer / Designer
Ileen Kennedy

Writers
Maj. Gen. Jeff Burton
Command Sgt. Maj. Michael Miller
Sgt. Nicolas Cloward
Lt. Col. Hank McIntire
Sgt. 1st Class Brock Jones
Senior Airman Lillian Harnden
Maj. Wencke Tate
Sgt. Rebecca Hansen
Ileen Kennedy
Maj. Bruce Roberts
Staff Sgt. Michael Nelson
Pasty Stoddard
2nd Lt. Chad Marden
Leland Slaughter
Spc. Ariel Solomon

Commander 128th MPAD
Maj. Wencke Tate

Publisher Advertising Sales
Bob Ulin Scott Aston

8537 Corbin Dr., Anchorage, AK 99507
(907) 562-9300 - (866) 562-9300

Utah Minuteman is a commercial-enterprise
publication, produced in partnership, thrice yearly,
by the Utah National Guard and AQP Publishing,
Inc. Views and opinions expressed herein are
not necessarily the official views of, nor are they
endorsed by, the Departments of the Army and Air
Force, nor the State of Utah. All photos are Utah
National Guard photos unless otherwise credited.

Distribution: The Utah Minuteman is an
unofficial publication of the Utah National Guard.
It is published by the Utah National Guard Public
Affairs Office, Draper, Utah. It is distributed, free of
charge, via mail for all current Utah National Guard
Soldiers and Airmen and their families. It is also
available on our Web site: www.ut.ngb.army.mil.

4  Winter 2012

=L 1 E = . T 11 = 1 u \

=
-
H)

Thrice-yearly magazine for members of the Utah National Guard

The Adjutant General’s COTNET ..........ceurueueururueueieieieieieieieieieieierereeeeeerese et sese e seseseseseneeens 3
Joint Forces and Army Enlisted COMMENLS..........ceuevirriiieriiniieieiricicenccee e 5
The “Animals” of the 211th Return HOme ........ccocceviiiiiciiniiiccccccc e 6
The Changing of the Utah GUATd..........cccoeuriiiiiiiiieiiieceeceeeeeeeee e 8
624th Engineers Leave for AfghaniStan............cccceeeuiueecieeieeieeceeeeeee s 10
Major Gen. Brian L. Tarbet Retires After 39 Years of S€rvice........cccceeeeeeieiececiceeennnn 12
Employers of the 624th Engineer Company Take a Boss Lift..........ccccooeiieiiicccinnnee 14
Hard Work, Dedication of 142nd MI makes Panther Strike 2012 a Great Success................ 16
Utah Students Walk a Mile in Guardsmen’s Shoes at 51st Annual Freedom Academy ......... 18
Homeland Response Force Eats Elephant .............ccccccvirerriireceeneeeeeeeeee s 22
Governor’s Day 2012 Makes History ... .24
Blackhawk Down Behind Enemy Lines.........cccoceeeuimrieieeeieeieeeeeieieeieeeeeeieeeeneeeees 26
Family ASSIStance CENLEIS .......c.eueueueueueieieieieieieieieieeeteiereieeeeetetesesese e ses s s sttt s sesesesesesesenes 28
Utah Guard Sponsors Fish and Fun for Disabled ...........ccccovieinnicenniccnncccnccenne 29
Major General Jeff Burton Takes the Reins of the Utah National Guard............c.occeeurcennee 30
Utah National Guard Responds t0 QUail Fire.........ccccovvreeeirerieeeeneceeeeeee s 33
Utah Paratroopers Earn German JUmp Wings ........cccocvviveeirinineininieieeesieieeeseeseesseeesenens 34
Second Lady Dr. Jill Biden Visits Utah Guardmembers and their Families...........c.c..occcec.. 35

Six Rafters Rescued from San Rafael River..........occoovvvvveiiviviciiiiiciee
Pirates Reach Halfway Point in Afghanistan

Joint Language Training Center Marks 20 YEars..........cooveuerrrrerreeeeeeeieeeeeeeeeeseseenens 39
Honorary Colonels Corps Hosts 51st Annual Bronze Minuteman Awards Dinner ................ 40
Utah Air Colonel Kenneth Gammon Promoted............ccoovvivrvninrreiscssseee 42
SOS ROPES COUISE ...ttt ettt 42
Spanish Fork Flag-Retirement CEeremony ...........ccovevririeininininininineninieeseeccece s 44

Air Promotions........
Army Promotions

Read additional stories at www.ut.ngb.army.mil
View additional photos at www.flickr.com/photos/utahnationalguard/sets

Submissions: The Utah Minuteman welcomes  Cover Photo:
contributions from Utah Guard members, their families  Governor Gary Herbert
and Veterans but reserves the right to edit as necessary.  passes the flag to Maj
Please send letters, articles and photos with name,  Gen. Jeff Burton at the
phone number, E-mail and complete mailing address to:  change-of-command

Utah Minuteman ceremony that was
Utah National Guard Public Affairs Office held during Governor’s
12953 S. Minuteman Drive Day at Camp Williams,
Draper, Utah 84020-9286 signifying Burton as
or E-mail to ileen.kennedy@us.army.mil the new commanding
general of the Utah

For coverage of major events of statewide significance,
contact Lt. Col. Hank MclIntire at (801) 432-4407 or
Ileen Kennedy at (801) 432-4229.

National Guard.

Cover Photo by Sgt. Ashley Baum




DRAPER, Utah —

Over the past 11 years,
our force has been called

to perform a variety of
assignments around the
world, in our state and
in our communities. Our
force responded in every
case with great pride,
character, competence and
commitment.
Recently, I was part
of the Homeland Response
Force (HRF), where once
again our Soldiers and
Airmen proved they are
capable of executing any mission. One thing that stood out to me
during our HRF validation was the professionalism of our force.
This force is configured from units both Army and Air, as well
as units and individuals from almost every major subordinate
command in the state. The team successfully validated and did so
in a remarkable manner, and they demonstrated the competence
and commitment of our force.

Our Soldiers, Airmen, families and employers represent the
very best of the best that our great country has to offer. The past
decade has brought some great challenges and a lot of emotion,
both happy and sad. Some of our very best have paid the ultimate
sacrifice, and we will always have them in our hearts. Through
it all we have stood together remembering and learning from
the past, training today for tomorrow and standing prepared for
the future.

I am deeply humbled and grateful to be serving in my new
assignment as we continue to sustain our proficiency and develop

Photo by Greg Cullis

Command Sergeant Major
Utah Army National Guard

The CERFP (see sidebar on page 23) during the external evaluation
of Homeland Response Force (HRF) at the Magna training
facility. Soldiers and Airmen work side by side on the Search and
Extraction team and decon line during the HRF evaluation.

our force for the future. We are fortunate to have Maj. Gen. Burton
as our new adjutant general. He is a talented, gifted leader who
has always led from the front. I look forward to serving under
his charge.

I know I am not alone when I say thank you to Maj. Gen.
Tarbet and Command Sgt. Maj. Summers for their example, their
devotion to the force and our families, and for what they have
done for the UTNG. They have led us through some difficult and
trying times and were superb leaders. Thank you!

Like the leaders before us, we are responsible for preparing
the next leader with a force that has the ability to accomplish
any mission or task that we are asked to execute. We will do
this as a team with individual and collective training, embracing
the warrior ethos and values and leadership that exemplify Be,
Know and Do.

Finally, I would ask each of you to continue to keep those
still serving in harm’s way and our wounded Warriors in your
prayers for a safe return and a speedy recovery. God bless our
force, our families and the Utah National Guard. &

Photos by Maj. Wencke Tate and
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Welcome Back!

F CW2 Cloward |

Families and friends of Soldiers in the 2-211th Aviation showed their patriotism with hats and banners June 23.

“The Animals” of the 211th Return Home

Story and photos by Sgt. Nicolas Cloward

SALT LAKE CITY — Guardsmen of the 2-211th Aviation,
Alpha Company from West Jordan, Utah, arrived home June
23, exactly one year to the day from when they deployed to
support Operation Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan.

Families gathered together, chattering with excitement
and anticipation for their loved ones’ arrival. Some had
banners and posters in hand, while others donned plastic red,
white and blue top hats and streamers.

Finally, two aircraft containing Soldiers of the 2-211th
soared overhead and prepared to land. The wheels soon
touched the ground, and the crowd cheered as the aircraft
moved across the tarmac and received a water-cannon salute
from the base fire department. The guidon was soon visible
and Warriors departed the aircraft one by one to reunite with
family and friends.

Soldiers of the 2-211th arrived in
Utah, it taxied under streams of water
to wash away the sediments of war.

N, ;¢,1.==.;aﬂ'|‘|"l|'| '|'1 I1'“| 15 After the first aircraft holding the
. i I

aviator for Alpha Company, 2-211th
Aviation, returned home June 23.
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Among the Soldiers was Capt. Christopher Tarbet, a
Blackhawk aviator for the 2-211th Aviation, Alpha Company
and son of recently retired adjutant general Maj. Gen. Brian
Tarbet and Mary Tarbet. Mary said she shed tears of joy
and relief to have her son and the Warriors of the 2-211th
safely home.

“These are young men and women who are willing
to leave their homes and families to sacrifice,” said Mary.
“I’m really grateful that we have Soldiers who are willing
to do that.”

She also expressed her gratitude for Capt. Tarbet’s wife,
saying that she’s a mother who has dedicated herself to the
families of the 2-211th.

Guardmembers rely on their friends and families back
home to support them while they focus on accomplishing the
mission under difficult circumstances.

Known as  “The
Animals,” Soldiers from
Alpha Company based
in Bagram, Afghanistan,
conducted a number of
operations such as VIP
transport and moving
groups of Soldiers from
FOB to FOB (forward
operating base).

“The great thing
about flying the UH-60
is the broad scope of
missions we’re capable
of doing,” wrote Chief
Warrant Officer 2 Brady



A father greets his Soldier son
returning from a yearlong deployment
after being stationed in Afghanistan.

RiteintheRain.com

A. Cloward, a UH-60
Blackhawk pilot, during
an online interview, “The
more rewarding mission we
as a company were tasked
with was Medevac chase.
We  transported  injured
children, local nationals,
Coalition troops (French,
Polish,  German), even
injured insurgents back to
Bagram where the necessary
lifesaving facilities existed.”

A major obstacle for
these air-bound Animals was
the overwhelming amount of
work they faced. It was not
uncommon for them to fly
an operation seven or more

hours a day.
i “If you were in RC East,
v Sheatiay : o chances were you flew with
Chief Warrant Officer 2 Brady Cloward, us,” said Cloward.
a UH-60 Blackhawk pilot in the 2-211th, One notable mission
with his wife, Liz, and daughter, Jade. conducted by the Animals

took place after an unfortunate
attack on French military forces. The French were conducting training with
the Afghan National Army when one of the ANA soldiers turned on them
and opened fire. Because of the quick response of the Medevac chase team
in tandem with French medevacs, they were able to save the lives of many of
the wounded.

“It was fulfilling knowing we had a direct impact on saving lives, whoever
they are and regardless of where they are from,” added Cloward.

With a third deployment behind him, Cloward looks forward to the future.
“Things in the aviation community are extremely dynamic now,” said Cloward.
“We’re setting up another Medevac company and we are about to start fielding
the UH-72 Lakota.”

Aside from business, Cloward, like many other returned Soldiers, is ready
to relax and spend some much-needed time with his family.

“It’s good to be home,” he said. &

I— ' <
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Tllﬂ changmg ﬂf Illﬂ Utah Guard

Governor Ga}yHerbert passes the flag o Maj. Gen. Jeﬁ‘ Burton, szgm]ﬁ/mg
Burton's assumption of command from Maj. Gen. Brian Tarbet.

Story by Lt. Col. Hank Mclintire

CAMP WILLIAMS, Utah — After 12 years at the helm of
the Utah National Guard, Maj. Gen. Brian L. Tarbet, adjutant
general of the Utah National Guard, who is retiring after a 39-
year career, turned the reins over to Maj. Gen. Jefferson S.
Burton in a Governor’s Day ceremony Sept. 29.

Utah Governor Gary R. Herbert presided at the change of
command, receiving the flag from outgoing commander Tarbet
and then entrusting those colors to Burton.

Burton then presided over a change-of-responsibility
ceremony in which senior enlisted leader Command Sgt. Maj.
Bruce D. Summers, who is also retiring, passed the sword to
Command Sgt. Maj. Michael M. Miller.

During his remarks Herbert praised Tarbet for the way he
led the Utah Guard during “the most tumultuous time in our
National Guard history.”

“Eleven years of war takes its toll on all of us,” Herbert
continued. “[General Tarbet] has been an inspiration. His
commitment and dedication to the service of God and country
are legendary.”

At the ceremony Herbert also announced the renaming
of the Camp Williams parade field as Tarbet Field as officials
unveiled a stone marker and plaque, which reads:

“In honor of Major General Brian L. Tarbet for his leadership
and vision as the adjutant general through the most significant
and trying period in the history of the Utah National Guard.
The Servicemembers of the Utah National Guard dedicate this
parade field in his honor to be officially hereafter known as
Tarbet Field.”
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Tarbet and his wife Mary were visibly moved
as they stepped to the flagpole to view the
monument.

“It’s an interesting phenomenon that some
leaders receive recognition and awards just
because of the blood, sweat and tears of someone
else,” said Tarbet as he began his remarks,
speaking of those whom he felt were the real
earners of the field-naming honor.

“I take 12 years of memories with me,” Tarbet
said with emotion. “I have witnessed the value of
the Citizen-Soldier. Jeff Burton is the right man,
in the right place, at the right time to take you
into the future. You are patriots, all—the finest
of your generation. Good luck, goodbye and God
bless you all.”

As Burton stepped to the podium as the new
adjutant general, he first credited those in uniform
who had gone before every Guardmember
standing there on Tarbet Field.

“We stand on the shoulders of giants,” Burton said. “Our
legacy is something to be proud of, something to stand up and
measure up to every day.”

Burton also paid tribute to each individual Utah Guard
Airman, Soldier and family who simply “bucks up and moves
out” when hard things are asked of them.

That tribute included “those in the formation with unseen
wounds. [ will do all in my power to care for you and help you
and your family,” promised Burton.

Burton concluded by lauding Tarbet, his predecessor.

“He was more like a brother to me than a boss,” he said.
“He is a fantastic man. I’m going to keep him on speed dial.” &

Major Gen. Jeff Burton addresses his troops as the newly
appointed adjutant general of the Utah Natlonal Guard

Photos by Sgt. Ashley Baum
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Story by Lt. Col. Hank McIntire

SALT LAKE CITY — Soldiers, families and friends had a
roller-coaster ride of emotion June 13 as members of the 624th
Engineer Company, 204th Maneuver Enhancement Brigade,
gathered at a Utah Air National Guard hangar to depart on the
first leg of their 12-month deployment to Afghanistan.

The 150-member unit, based in Springville and with
detachments in Price and Vernal, boarded two separate aircraft
for Fort Bliss, Texas, where they spent about six weeks in
training before heading to Afghanistan in early August.

The mission of the 624th is to perform vertical construction
(the building of structures and buildings) in the U.S. Central
Command area of operations in support of Operation Enduring
Freedom.

“We are very, very good at our construction mission, so
this past year we have focused on our Soldier skills: how to
shoot, move and communicate,” said unit commander Capt.
Chris Vernon, of Bountiful, explaining that his Soldiers had 18
months’ notice for their overseas assignment.

624th Engineers Leave for Afghanistan

Photos by Maj. Bruce Roberts

“Our main job will not be to go out and fight the enemy,”
he added. “We will build living quarters, offices and conduct
occasional humanitarian missions, making the living situation
for Soldiers as comfortable as it can be.”

Doreen Baladino, of Kearns, mother of Spc. Nicholas
Wygant, sported her own Army-style haircut at the hangar, the
result of a round of chemotherapy after being diagnosed with
curable leukemia. Her father and brothers served in Vietnam
and Desert Storm.

“It’s harder to see my son go than my dad,” said Baladino,
recalling the day her father left for Vietnam. “But I believe in
this, and I believe he needs to do his job. It’s important for his
children to know that you need to defend this country against
anybody who wants to harm us.”

Wygant, also of Kearns, is assigned as a carpenter in the
unit, but he is also trained as a combat medic.

“[’'m doing this] so that my kids know that you support
and fight for what you believe in,” he said, citing his reasons for

Members of the 624th Vertical Engineer Company assembled at the Utah Air National Guard Base to say their
farewells to family and friends prior to boarding jets to begin their 12-month deployment to Afghanistan June 13.
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deploying. “I just want them to be proud of me.”

While most were there to see their Soldier safely on his
or her way, one attendee, Debbi Coleman, knew none of the
departing troops. She was there simply to serve food at tables
provided by Fresh Market, a local supermarket chain.

Coleman was no stranger, however, to the tug on the
heartstrings that these events can bring. Her son deployed twice
with the Utah Guard’s 222nd Field Artillery; first in 2005-2006,
and then again in 2011.

“I didn’t realize how emotional it would be on this side of
the table,” said Coleman with moist eyes. “I don’t know any of
these people here, but I know how it feels.”

Soldiers and families gathered to hear words from their
commander and to be led in prayer by Chaplain Matthew
Ortega.

“Lead them straight and true,” implored Ortega as he
prayed. “The road will be long and hard, but we know that by
the righteousness of their cause, our Soldiers will triumph.”

Vernon is among the 70 percent who were leaving on their
first deployment. But there were also those were going for a fifth
time. They will make it, Vernon said, as they stick together.

“Leaving your family is the hardest part; you take it one
day at a time,” said Vernon. “When we leave here we grow into
another family, relying on each other.” &
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Major Gen. Brian L. Tarhet
Retires After
39 Years of Service

Story by Lt. Col. Hank Mclintire

DRAPER, UTAH — A local television station contacted the Utah
Guard’s Public Affairs Office Oct. 1 to request an interview with Maj. Gen.
Brian Tarbet. The reporter caught up to Tarbet that day in his native Cache
Valley, running a tractor on Tarbet’s family-owned, 100-acre alfalfa farm.

Such things are typical of General Tarbet, whom the reporter was
trying to reach on Tarbet’s very first day of retirement after 39 years in
uniform and 12 as adjutant general. He never forgot his roots, nor did he
ever lose sight of the fact that his day-to-day decisions touched individual
Airmen, Soldiers, families and civilian employers.

While this article could be highlighting the career of a retiring general,
it is the opinion of this writer that Tarbet would much prefer that the story
be about Guardmembers and families, whom he often said “do the heavy
lifting in this business.” So in lieu of a litany of his accomplishments,
readers should know about the kind of man he was.

Many is the time that I observed General Tarbet at unit departures
and homecomings, reassuring a grandmother or child of a Guardmember,
thanking a grizzled Vietnam veteran who was simply there to support,
or jumping in with the baggage detail to stack duffel bags of departing
Soldiers.

One wintry day at Camp Williams in 2003, some of his Military
Intelligence Soldiers that he had previously led as commander of the 142nd
Military Intelligence Battalion, were boarding buses on the first leg of their
deployment to Iraq. Being assigned to write the story, I approached him
with my voice recorder and asked for a comment.

“Give me a minute, Hank,” he said, trying to keep his emotions in
check. Stepping away for a few moments to collect himself, he returned

- R ; 1
Capt. Christopher Tarbet, right, a Blackhawk
aviator for Alpha Company, 2-211th Aviation

greets his father Maj. Gen. Brian Tarbet

during his deployment to Afghanistan.

and gave me a classic, articulate Tarbet response.

Never one to seek or expect favors because of
his rank, his focus was always on the Airmen and
Soldiers when he traveled to theaters of combat. At
Tarbet’s retirement ceremony, Col. Derek Tolman
described an itinerary full of high-level briefings
and presentations planned by protocol officers in
theater for Tarbet’s visit to Afghanistan in 2008.

“He took a couple of token, canned briefings
and then created his own itinerary,” said Tolman of
Tarbet when he arrived to see the Soldiers of the
Tolman-led 142nd Military Intelligence Battalion.
“He wanted to see as many Soldiers as he could see
and get a taste for what they were doing.”

“He is truly a Soldier’s Soldier,” Tolman

Governor Gary Herbert, left, shakes
hands with Maj. Gen. Brian Tarbet
at the dedication ceremony of Tarbet
Field, the Camp Williams parade
field named in Tarbet’s honor. Major
Gen. Tarbet and his wife Mary at
Governor’s Day.
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continued. “His leadership and service have never been
about him.”

During his own remarks at the ceremony, Tarbet dispensed
with his “laundry list” of people to thank, including his mentors,
commanders and staff, but he thanked his family and singled out
the many sergeants major who served closely with him in his 21
years as a commander in various assignments over the years.

“What wonderful men, what wonderful leaders!” said
Tarbet,” They have made my service a pleasure. The enlisted
corps in this state is remarkable and I cherish them.”

Tarbet concluded with a story about a young American
general in World War II, Brig. Gen. Charles D.W. Canham, of

the 8th Infantry Division. Canham had demanded the surrender
of a captured German general and his troops after the Battle of
Brest, France, in 1944. When asked by the German officer—
who outranked Canham—for his credentials as a condition of
surrender, Canham pointed to his Soldiers standing behind him
and said firmly, “These are my credentials.”
Through tears, Tarbet told the audience, “You have been
mine.” &
Photos by Staff Sgt. Whitney Houston,
Master Sgt. Gary Rihn and lleen Kennedy
Major Gen. Brian Tarbet at deployments in 2009, 2011
and 2012 for Soldiers with the 2-285th Air Assault, 2-222nd
Field Artillery and 624th Engineers, respectively.
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Employers of Soldiers of the
624th Engineer Company Take a Boss Lift

Story and photos by Lt. Col. Hank MclIntire

FORT BLISS, Texas — Civilian employers of recently
deployed Soldiers of the Utah National Guard’s Afghanistan-
bound 624th Engineer Company of the 1457th Engineer
Battalion participated in a Boss Lift June 21-23, sponsored by
Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve.

“Boss Lifts are designed to increase awareness of
an employee’s military duties and responsibilities and to
exhibit the strenuous training and personal sacrifices that
Servicemembers and families make,” said Kim Watts, ESGR
Utah chief of staff. “They also instill a desire in civilian
employers to provide support to their part-time military
workers beyond the requirements of the Uniformed Services
Employment and Reemployment Rights Act.”

Twenty-seven employers boarded a Utah Air National
Guard KC-135 Stratotanker aircraft for the June 21 flight to
Fort Bliss. While airborne, passengers had a front-row seat for
an air-to-air refueling operation, where F-16 fighter jets from
Hill Air Force Base, Utah, were refueled.

Most passengers had never seen a refueling aircraft in
action, and they were very impressed with the precision of
pilots and boom operators as hundreds of gallons of JP-8 jet
fuel were passed to receiving aircraft at 25,000 feet at a speed
of 200 knots.

Once the aircraft arrived at Fort Bliss, waiting on the
tarmac for them were Maj. Gen. Brian Tarbet, adjutant
general of the Utah National Guard; Command Sgt. Maj.
Bruce Summers, state sergeant major; Capt. Chris Vernon,
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commander of the 624th; and 1st Sgt. David Hegg, company
first sergeant.

Vernon spoke to employers, welcoming them to Fort
Bliss and acknowledging their sacrifice in giving up their
employees for a year.

“We made sure that when we put together our unit roster
for this deployment that we only brought the best of the best
with us,” he explained. “But that also meant that we took the
best of the best from you employers. You have my personal
thanks for your support.”

Employers met several of the leaders of the 624th at a
dinner held that evening at the Fort Bliss Centennial Club.
Guests heard from Maj. Gen. Tarbet, who explained to
them what it means when a civilian employer supports their
employees who serve in the Guard or Reserve.

“These are superior young people. I know you support
and love them, and the outpouring has been genuine,” said
Tarbet. “Our Soldiers are very well trained, and they come
to you with a good work ethic, they’re drug free, show up on
time and they give you a day’s work for a day’s pay. We know
that in this tough economy, [calling up your employees for
deployment] affects your bottom line.”

The next morning, June 22, employers rode a bus to
MacGregor Range, N.M., about 25 miles north of Fort Bliss,
where Soldiers of the 624th live and train. Eating breakfast at
the dining facility and touring her Soldier’s barracks helped
Rachel Trostrud, supervisor of SPC Kendall Larsen at Jordan



Valley Hospital, to understand and appreciate what Larsen is
going through.

“It was wonderful to see him in an environment different
than the one I see him in at work,” she said. “It made me
appreciate him as a person and as an employee even more,
seeing this whole broad part of his life that I didn’t know
much about. He and his bunkmates seem like brothers.”

Another employer, Rich Vernon, stepping in to run his
son’s business for the next year, was impressed with what he
saw in his son Chris, commander of the 624th.

“It was a very proud moment to see him in action, serving
his country and doing a good job,” said Vernon.

Employers later shared an MRE (Meal Ready to Eat)
with their Soldiers and joined them for Physical Training
and a litter-carrying relay to test Soldiers’ skills in safely
transporting wounded.

One of the day’s highlights was the MRAP (Mine-
Resistant, Ambush-Protected) vehicle rollover training.
Employers donned helmets and other protective gear that
Soldiers wear and took seats in the rollover simulator. Trainers
rotated the vehicle to different positions, allowing employers
to practice proper restraint and egress procedures during a
rollover accident in the MRAP, which is somewhat larger,
taller and more heavily protected than a Humvee.

In the 100-degree heat of the New Mexico desert,
employers observed Soldiers conduct their qualification on the
M-2 .50-caliber machine gun and the Mk-19 grenade launcher.

Each employer, assisted by their Soldier, jumped at the
chance to fire some familiarization rounds on the M-2. Even
88-year-old Byron Lemmon, a World War II veteran and
member of the ESGR Utah committee, joined in the fun.

“It was awesome!” said Lemmon. “It brought back a lot
of old memories.”

Returning from the field, employers and Soldiers shared a
final meal and attended a short program together. The emotion
in the room was palpable as bosses and employees spent a
few final moments together before Soldiers returned to their
training.

Sergeant Daniel Ott reflected on the visit of his boss, Bill
Jespersen, of Western Cargo Services.

“It meant a lot and it showed how much he really cares,”
said Ott, a communication and network specialist with the
624th, who started working as a truck driver for Jespersen
three years ago. “He’s taken good care of me. If 1 need
something, he’s always there. He’s a good man.”

Jespersen couldn’t bring himself to say goodbye when
he and Ott parted in Utah, making it that much tougher for
him now.

“It’s just hard to say ‘See you later” and know he may not
be coming home,” said Jespersen with a catch in his voice.
“I’m just too tender-hearted, I guess. It’s emotional—and I
don’t get emotional.”

“He’s a good kid,” he added after composing himself and
clarifying that he is not the boss, but just the guy who signs the
checks. “Daniel’s being gone means I gotta work about twice
as hard, but it’s worth it. You gotta support him. Somebody
has to; they don’t have the draft anymore.”

Specialist Kendall Larsen, a plumber and self-styled
“undercover medic” with the 624th, is a nurse supervised by
Trostrud at Jordan Valley Hospital. He was also glad his boss
came on the trip.

“It was great to see a familiar face and have someone who
can go back and tell my coworkers what I’ll be doing while
I’'m gone,” he said. “It was an amazing experience to spend
the day with her and share these moments.”

Trostrud admitted that because of the Boss Lift she has
begun to see Larsen in a much different light.

“I see him as a dear person that [ care much more about,”
she said. “I have an appreciation for employees who have
been in the military because you know that they